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SUMMARY OF GROUND FORCE ACTIVITY, JINAN MILITARY REGION, CHINA
| | 25X1

ABSTRACT
1. I:IThis report contains information derived from imagery | | on the 25X1
ground force activity in the Jinan Military Region (MR), China, from \25X1
The 26th, 46th, and 67th armies are discussed, as well as independent units. The information is 25X
presented in textual, tabular, and graphic form. \ l25X1
| | 25X1
INTRODUCTION

2. The relocation of the 46th and 67th armies' was the most significant ground force 25X1
activity observed in the Jinan MR during the reporting period (Table 1, Figures 1 and 2). Elements of the
67th Army relocated from the Qingdao area as early as 1975. The 46th Army headquarters relocated from
Xuzhou in the Nanjing MR northward to the Weifang area in northeastern Jinan in 1978. Other ground
activity observed included the S-type heavy ponton bridge at five locations in Jinan and a new type of
heavy ponton bridge at Yancheng, north of Jinan City.

DISCUSSION

67th Army

3. I:’The 67th Army in western Jinan has headquarters and elements at Zibo (Figure 3). It has 25X1
been reported that the army headquarters relocated to Jinan City,? but analysis of recent imagery indicates
that the army headquarters and its elements remain in the Boshan Valley at Zibo.

4. The 67th Army has three infantry divisions: the 199th, the 200th, and the 201st. 25X1
The 199th Infantry Division, previously located at Chengyang, has reportedly relocated to Zhangqui in
western Jinan.2 Imagery confirms the presence of a complete infantry division in this area.

5. The 200th and the 201st divisions have been reported in the Taian and Laiwu 25X1
areas, with division headquarters at Laiwu Infantry Division Headquarters and Army Barracks AL-3. Barracks
for two divisions in these areas were seen in the early-to-mid stages of construction on imagery of 25X1
The units observed included two field artillery (FA) regiments, three infantry regiments, one engineer battalion,
and one antiaircraft artillery (AAA) battalion. The FA regiments were observed at Feicheng Army Barracks
AL-2 (Figure 4) and Laiwu Army Barracks AL-1 (item 14, Table 1). One infantry regiment was observed at
Taian Army Barracks AL-7 (item 10, Table 1), and the other two were near Laiwu and Yiyuan. The engineer
battalion was observed at Laiwu Engineer Battalion and Army Barracks Northeastf | The25X1
antiaircraft battalion was dispersed along a streambed in the vicinity of Laiwu and was later observed at the
201st division headquarters at Laiwu.

25X1

7. ‘ The location of the 67th Army in western Jinan provides better access to the major north/ 25X1
south rail system in northern China and reduces the distance between the army units and the Soviet border.

46th Army

The 46th Army consists of an army headquarters area and the 136th, 137th, and 138th 25X
infantry divisions.

9. |:|The army headquarters reportedly relocated to Weifang from Xuzhou (34-16N 25X1
117-11E) in the Nanjing MR as early as September 1978.> When the Weifang area was observed on
imagery 0f|:|facﬂmes for a new army headquarters area and an infantry division were seen  25%1
in the early stages of construction. The headquarters area consists of an FA regiment at Linqu Army
Barracks AL-1, an AAA regiment at Fangzi Army Barracks AL-2 (Figure 5), and an engineer battalion at
Weifang Engineer Battalion and Army Barracks.

10. | The 138th Infantry Division south of Angiu consists of a headquarters at Angiu Infan-25X1
try Division Headquarters and Army Barracks AL-1 (Figure 6); three infantry regiments at Jingzhi Army
Barracks AL-1 (Figure 7), Zhucheng Army Barracks AL-1, and Mengduan Army Barracks AL-1; a tank
regiment at Weifang Army Barracks AL-7 (Figure 8); a FA regiment at Mazhan Army Barracks AL-1; and
an AAA battalion at Fangzi Army Barracks Southwest l_g:| This unit is probably the25X1
division-level AAA battalion subordinated to the 138th Division (Figure 3).

11. |:| The 138th Division (formerly the 133rd) was the first division of the 46th Army25X1
to deploy to the Weifang area. The 138th division headquarters relocated from Xini (34-23N 118-21E) in
the Nanjing MR to Angiuby | 25X1

25X1
-1 -
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12. The 137th Infantry Division relocated from Xuzhou to the Jiaoxian area in
eastern Jinan.* This unit probably moved into facilities previously occupied by the 20lst Division of the
67th Army. However, since the activity level at these facilities has remained constant, occupation by the
137th Division could not be confirmed.

406th Infantry Regiment, subordinate to this division, had relocated to Weifang by There is
no photographic evidence that this unit has relocated.

13. ‘ Although the 136th Division remains at Linyi, it has been re%orted that the

26th Army

14. [ |There have been no recent major movements of units within the 26th Army, which is
located in northeast Jinan. The army headquarters area, located near Laiyang, houses an army-level
artillery regiment and an army-level AAA regiment (Figures 9 through 11).

15. The army has three subordinate infantry divisions: the 76th in the Dajichshou area, the
77th in the Qixia area, and the 78th in the Jimo area. Each division consists of a division headquarters,
three infantry regiments, one artillery regiment, and a tank regiment.

16. Past analysis of the 231st Infantry Regiment had located it with the army headquarters
elements at Laiyang, but photographic intelligence confirms the location of this unit with the 229th and
the 230th infantry regiments at 37-00-30N 120-41-53E (Figure 12).

17. The 78th Infantry Division occupies garrisons that previously housed the 200th
Division of the 67th Army, which departed the Jimo area in 1975.2

Independent Units

18. The independent units (Table 2 and Figure 13) consist of the 8th and 12th artillery
divisions, the 32nd Antitank (AT) Artillery Division, the 68th AAA Division, one independent ponton
bridge regiment, and a heavy ponton bridge unit.! No significant change or activity has been observed in
these units except for the new ponton bridge unit (Figure 13).

River-Crossing Activity and Equipment

19. (SZD) A new type of heavy ponton bridge was identified on at Yancheng Army Barracks
AL-1 . This new bridge, which consists of four sections, is similar to the Soviet NZhM-
56 floating railway bridge.* The new pontons were observed at Yancheng Army Barracks AL-1, which
either houses a probable ponton bridge unit or is an engineer storage depot. They were also observed at
Yancheng Army Barr heast \:} and Qihe Army Barracks Northeast (BE

These three barracks are within easy access of the only two railroad

bridges crossing the Huang He (river) on the main north/south rail line through eastern China. When this
ponton bridge has been used to replace damaged bridges in the past, only a limited interruption of rail
service has occurred along this north/south route—a great advantage if the armies in eastern China are to
be used as a strategic reserve for the Beijing area.

20. (S/D) The S-type (heavy) ponton bridge was seen at five locations in the Jinan MR in 1980
(Figure 14). On a river-crossing exercise involving a ponton bridge company with possible S-type
pontons was observed 3.8 nautical miles (nm) west of Taian. The exercise occurred on a reservoir at 36-12-20N
117-02-12E. On a river-crossing exercise involving probable S-type ponton sections was observed 8 nm
north of Laiwu at 36-20-10N 117-34-30E. Six probable S-type pontons on carriers were seen on at Taian
Army Barracks West a division-level engineer battalion. On | |an engineer battalion
with an S-type ponton bridge company was seen at Zhoucun Army Bks AL-1 ‘ ‘
24 S-type pontons were seen at Zichuan Army Bks AL-2 the 67th Army’s engineer battalion
(Figure 15).

21. | The observation of S-type pontons at these locations indicates that the army-level
engineer battalion and the three divisions (199th, 200th, and 201st) of the 67th Army have been signifi-
cantly upgraded in capability. S-type pontons replaced the TPP floating bridge pontons in these units.

CONCLUSION

22. [ | The primary mission of the Jinan MR armies is reportedly to defend the penin-
sula and the coastal areas bordering on the Bohai Gulf and the Yellow Sea.? The new east/west alignment
will allow the armies to do this. The armies have also probably assumed a new secondary mission of
strategic reserve, thus permitting a quick response to any threat at the Soviet border to the north and
northwest.

23. I:|The changes observed in river-crossing equipment—both the sighting of a new type of
heavy ponton bridge and the presence of S-type pontons in units of the 67th Army—indicate a new trend
in the upgrading of river-crossing capabilities.

2.
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Table 1.

Main Force Army Units, Jinan Military Region, China
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